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Ohio Citizen Advocates (OCA) is offering free advocacy training to all Ohio agencies, boards and their staff.  Learn the answers:





What is advocacy?


How does advocacy help reduce stigma?


How can you become an effective advocate in your community and with state and federal legislators? 





People who are stigmatized come to think of themselves in terms of that stigma.  They need you to help stop the silence, eliminate the stigma and end the discrimination.  Without advocacy, the cost of addiction continues to grow; society continues to block funding for many desperately ill people who need treatment; and more money is spent on imprisonment.





Alcohol and other drug abuse cost Americans upwards of half a trillion dollars a year considering the combined medical, economic, criminal and social impact on communities.  (ODADAS and the National Institute on Drug Abuse)   





OCA is a non-profit, grass roots organization established in 2001.  It was one of the nation’s first statewide organizations giving voice to the need for alcohol and other drug addiction prevention, treatment, and recovery advocacy.  Now, nearly every state in the country has a similar organization.





“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, concerned citizens can change the world, indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”  


 Margaret Mead, cultural anthropologist.


  


Respond to advocate@oca-ohio.org. 





Phone: 614-486-2430 





 














We are concerned about the cost of addiction to individuals, families, communities and our state. 











The real cost is a financial burden, plus the toll on human lives. 











We are working to make everyone aware of the problem and steps toward the solution. 








Receive FREE Training





Learn How YOU Can Help 


“Stop the Silence, Eliminate the Stigma and End the Discrimination”











